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Core Purpose
At BOA every student will have access to the academy library and resources which allow them to develop as successful independent learners. In recognition of the motivational value of relevant, contemporary resources, including the latest electronic or information technologies, the academy will provide quality resources within a stimulating environment that promotes a love of learning whilst also celebrating achievement.

The academy library will provide opportunities for students to consolidate their learning; research new topics and access ICT resources both during the academy day and at out-of-hours homework clubs. The academy recognises the importance of providing a place for quiet, independent study, particularly for those students denied such opportunities at home.

The Academy Library will :

· open daily to staff and students, including at break, lunchtime and after learning hours
· be available as a teaching space, bookable through the librarian

· provide access to a wide range of stimulating and relevant written and electronic texts

· update publications to complement curricular studies in all subjects. (The librarian will consult with Curriculum leaders for recommended titles prior to ordering new stock)
· provide teaching resources including book boxes to support topic work in lessons

· develop students’ skills in information retrieval and successful referencing through the systematic cataloguing and labelling of books

· promote a love of learning through regularly updated and stimulating displays

· provide opportunities for enrichment activities or quiet independent study, preparing students for the working environments of further or higher education

· provide access to computers for out-of-hours learning
· provide access to electronic resources required for completion of coursework

· promote a sense of identity, shared ownership and community, supporting the ethos of the academy and its specialism

· provide opportunities for the personal development of those students who opt to become librarians

· engender in all students a respect for a shared community resource

· provide the foundations for access to lifelong learning and independent study

Resources including ICT:
· Curriculum leaders will be responsible for ensuring:

· appropriate resources are available in their subject area to deliver the National Curriculum, external exam specifications and to comply with local and national directives
· resources are innovative, providing opportunities for stimulating lessons

· resources are sufficiently diverse to suit students’ different learning styles including kinaesthetic, visual and auditory

· staff within their department constantly review, update and share resources

· Subject teachers will provide a stimulating environment with access to a wide range of resources, including ICT, to develop students’ knowledge and promote independent enquiry 

· The academy will ensure departments have appropriate access to electronic technologies to enhance teaching and learning experiences for staff and students. (This will include, where possible, the provision of data projectors and smart-boards.)
· The Network Manager and technician will manage the daily running of ICT resources and support teaching and learning 

· The development of VLE will allow staff, students and parents to track a child’s individual progress as well as promoting opportunities for student self-assessment

This policy will be reviewed annually by SLT to accommodate any amendments.
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